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	Welcome to the 3rd newsletter

The Malnutrition eLearning Course, developed by the University of Southampton and the International Malnutrition Task Force (IMTF), is a freely available course to train health workers across the world in the management of Severe and Acute Malnutrition (SAM) in infants and children. 

The course is available at www.som.soton.ac.uk/learn/test/nutrition/
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	Our dream

There is a huge need to improve the management of childhood malnutrition in the world. This can be addressed, at least in part, by training doctors, nurses, nutritionists and public health professionals to provide them with the specific skills and knowledge to deal with these issues. Our dream is to provide the training with the Malnutrition eLearning Course to 100,000 health workers across the world. This could make a significant difference in the fight to address the suffering of millions of children. 

Please help the project by sending this newsletter to your colleagues, students, and professional associations, or anyone else who might benefit from this course.



	Three courses available at the Nutrition Portal

There are three courses available on the website, which might be useful to you.

The mostly widely used course is “Course 3: Caring for infants and children with acute malnutrition”. This course takes about 6 hours to complete and is made up of three modules. A certificate of completion is emailed to all who complete the course.

The first course is “Course 1: Nutrition State and Assessment”. Only module one is ready for use, which covers growth, development and ageing. The second course is “Course 2: Measuring nutritional status to assess risk of ill health”. Its contents are currently being reviewed for medicine and other health professionals’ use. So use it with care.All three courses are free to use and suitable for students and for professionals seeking to update their skills and knowledge in nutrition.


	Great results from the survey of users of the course.

Thanks to everyone who recently took part in the Malnutrition Course users survey. 140, from 38 different countries, participated in the survey and the results provided us with some really useful information. For example, we learnt that about 50% of the participants have had the course recommended to them by someone (colleague, lecturer) or were sent the newsletter. The other 50% found the course through Social Media, such as LinkedIn and Facebook.

We had expected students to be a high proportion of the course users, but they were only 19%. The majority (48%) was professionals working in healthcare. They used the course to help improve their current jobs, working with malnutrition in their daily roles. The most common professions were Public Health professionals and Medical Doctors.

It was also great to find that 92% found the course useful or very useful for learning/training.
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	Who is using the Malnutrition Course?

Since October 2012, 2,064 people have enrolled on the Malnutrition eLearning Course, from 104 different countries.   More Nigerians have done the course than any other nationality, but India is catching up fast. Many are Scaling Up Nutrition program (SUN) countries, which is great to see. The top 34 countries are listed below.

	Malnutrition Grants and Awards

The University of Southampton has set up Malnutrition grants and awards scheme to help promote good practice in using the course in academic institutions and clinical environments. The two institutional Grants winners are: 1) Catholic University College of Ghana, Ghana (Joana Apenkwa) and 2) Makerere University, Uganda (Dr Florence Turyashemererwa). Both institutions have submitted innovative, effective and sustainable plans for their malnutrition course curriculum integration, delivery and evaluation for their health science programmes over the next 18 months.

The 1st round Malnutrition Best Practice Award winner is: Dr Reginald Annan, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST), Ghana.  
The 2nd round of Awards call is now open (www.som.soton.ac.uk/learn/test/nutrition/grants/award/), and up to 3 applicants will be given the awards. The call closes on 16 May, so apply for the award if you are eligible.
Using the course with your students

A number of academics have started to use the course as part of their teaching, both in undergraduate and MSc courses, i.e. Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, Nigeria. There are several ways of doing this. One way is tutors asking the group to work through the material individually, and then discuss the material on seminars, perhaps discussing each of the three modules each week. Certificates of completion are issued so that teaching staff can be aware of who has completed the course.

Join us on Facebook 

The Facebook page “Malnutrition eLearning Course” has over 400 followers. Please “like” the page so your friends will get the details. Also, the better known the page is, the more people will find it.
Recent user feedback  

“I would like to thank the University of Southampton for the Malnutrition eLearning course they made available for physicians involved in children survival. It is an excellent course that I recommend to everyone!” EA, 29/3/13. For more feedback, go to: www.som.soton.ac.uk/learn/test/nutrition/testimonials/.
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	Great websites to visit
There are a number of websites with amazing levels of information. For information about levels of child health and mortality, see www.gapminder.org. It has wonderful graphs showing the levels of income and health for every country in the world.  
The website http://mphprogramslist.com provides full of information about Public Health, including a great list of 130 super cool free online courses being offered free by governments and universities from all round the world.
Visit the SUN website 
(http://scalingupnutrition.org) and see how 34 countries are progressing with their plans to tackle malnutrition.
	


